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www.TheOriginalHeatherGraham.comBetween the evil and the deep blue sea&#133;Â A historic

cruise ship, a haunted ship, the Celtic American Line's Destiny, sets sail from the Port of New

Orleans&#151;with a killer on board. He's known as the Archangel Killer because of the way he

displays his victims in churches. And how he places a different saint's medallion on each body. No

one knows exactly who he is or why he's doing this.Â Jackson Crow&#151;head of the FBI's Krewe

of Hunters, a special unit of paranormal investigators&#151;is assigned to the case, along with local

agent Jude McCoy. Then Alexi Cromwell, who works in the ship's piano bar, is drawn into the

situation when a victim's ghost appears to her&#151;and to Jude. She and Jude share an attraction,

and not just because of their mutual talent.Â There are many suspects, but one by one they're ruled

out&#133; Or are they? In the end, Jude and Alexi have to rely on each other to catch the killer and

escape his evil plans for Alexi.
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Haunted Destiny is the newest in Heather Grahamâ€™s Krewe of Hunters series, and I really

enjoyed it. â€œDestinyâ€• refers to the cruise ship on which most of the action takes place, as well



as its more conventional meaning of fate. The setting reminded me a little of Agatha Christieâ€™s

mysteries set in closed communities (ships, trains, planes, country houses), although of course

Grahamâ€™s style is very different from Christieâ€™s. Alexi and Jude make a good couple, and the

secondary characters were interesting as well.The ghosts in this one are unusually talkative for a

Krewe book (though I admit I havenâ€™t read that many yet.) That might bother some people who

feel that ghosts should be moreâ€¦ ghostly, but I rather liked it. Especially the chanteuse and her

boyfriend, who are around enough to be secondary characters in their own right. As in some of the

other Krewe books Iâ€™ve read, the ghosts are integral to solving the mystery.Speaking of mystery,

Haunted Destiny kept me reading late into the night. Graham does a good job of introducing a

number of suspects and eliminating them one by one, while slowly ratcheting up the suspense.

Even as the book nears the denouement, I was still debating between two or three suspects. I

wasnâ€™t exactly surprised by the final reveal, but it wasnâ€™t my top suspect. I sometimes find

serial killer mysteries very disturbing, but this novel didnâ€™t bother me, perhaps because while

Graham does describe the deaths, she doesnâ€™t dwell gratuitously on the violence and gore. And

although her investigators certainly pay attention to the killerâ€™s psychology in an attempt to figure

out his motives and probable next moves, as a reader I didnâ€™t have to spend a lot of time in the

murdererâ€™s head, which helped as well.
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